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Background

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) is consulting on a proposal to suspend more than 1400 plant genera in their Nursery Stock Import Health Standard (IHS), potentially preventing their future importation.  

The genera at risk are from a list of plants that have not been traded in the past ten years, capturing a wide range of mostly greenlife genera. MPI has stated that the affected genera haven’t been traded for many years, meaning that the Import Health Standards are outdated and they are unlikely to issue import permits for them. 

By suspending these genera, MPI aims to streamline their processes, freeing up resources to focus on standards that are actively traded.

NZPPI’s view

After meeting with MPI and our members, NZPPI has considered the implications of this and does not support MPI’s current proposal. 

This is a challenging issue that has strong implications for the greenlife industry. Once the genus is suspended, in the current system it could take decades to reinstate an import health standard, further restricting the greenlife industry. 

Suspending genera, based only the time since its last import, captures many plants that should be traded regularly, but are caught up in the system.  This proposal simply suspends these genera, hiding the problem.

We have been advocating for fundamental change in the plant imports system.  Currently the greenlife IHS system is at a standstill with less than one standard being issued per year.  This is unsustainable.      

The Biosecurity Act is up for review this year and we are expecting to see plant imports on the agenda.  This is an opportunity to campaign for fundamental change in the system.  

Information 

MPI have stated that their proposal will prevent the need to maintain more than 1000 standards, which will free up resources to enable them to prioritise and focus on standards that they believe are actively used.  

We agree that MPI should explore every opportunity to improve the plant imports system to enable it issue 10 to 20 greenlife standards issued per year to deal with the demand.  

We understand that this proposal in intended to focus resources to achieve a higher level of performance and is one of many initiatives in play.  

In their proposal MPI are offering a clear trade-off between the speed of the system versus future opportunity.  


About the proposal

In principle, removing standards that are redundant could improve the system.  Some standards are so out of date, amending them is more effort than starting with a clean slate.  Some genera may justify this effort, while others may not. 
 
Using the time since last import as the basis for suspending standards is unworkable.  It would result in the suspension of hundreds of genera of plants that are caught up in the system or are a strategic priority for the future success of New Zealand.  

As a country we are already impacted by our inability to access clean plant material and high quality genetic material from overseas.   Our plant imports system needs to be dynamic and enable access to strategically important plant material, including: 

· Improved genetics & disease resistant or sterile selections.  
· Material to support urban / rural greenlife and afforestation. 
· Potential for new and emerging industries.  
· Reimportation of material for breeding programmes and plant variety rights. 
· Research & conservation, e.g.  native plants and threatened plants. 

Improving the proposal 

We encourage MPI to explore all opportunities to improve the plant imports system, including further exploring this proposal.  The approach to streamline the I HS system in order to speed it up is sound, however the initial proposal is too simplistic and includes mistakes.   

Next steps 

· MPI should seek and respond to feedback about specific genera, maintaining a ‘live list’ of genera under consideration, that is updated during the consultation period.

· Fast track and review / reissue any out-of-date IHS that require minimal effort to bring up to date. 

· As MPI don’t keep records for Level 2 Basic tissue culture imports, there is a large group of active genera that have been captured and should be removed from the suspension list.  

· MPI should recognise the knowledge and insights from industry and the impacts on the wider community. 

· Make changes to the Biosecurity Act that removes barriers to innovation.  This includes the ability to import plant material based on managing risk, and without the reliance on a current I HS.    

· We have requested an extension of the consultation time from 2 weeks to 6 weeks to enable industry to consider the value of genera at risk now and in the future.  

NZPPI member feedback to date

‘This is the most significant proposal in decades. It can’t be based on poor, loose or inaccurate information’.

Schedules may not have been used in the past ten years for a variety of reasons, such as IHS measures not being ‘fit for purpose’ or not enabling cost-effective imports. 

The list does not account for potential future changes in these measures, which could facilitate the importation of these genera.

Some plants on the list are not being imported due to current emergency measures and other standards, particularly Xf requirements, which complicate importation

The proposal is seen as draconian and dictatorial, limiting the ability of NZ growers to import plants in a reasonable time frame and stifling commercialisation and innovation in the horticultural sector.

The proposal will effectively close the door on importing these genera for an indeterminate period. The slow pace of MPI's current review process, which can take years, exacerbates this issue.

Additionally, there may have been less focus on certain crops.  There are improved genetics and sterile varieties available offshore now which would benefit NZ Inc.

Ensuring access to improved genetics and varieties is vital for the ongoing development and competitiveness of our horticultural sector.

Members stress the importance of widespread consultation with growers, retailers, plant societies, cut flower growers, and botanic gardens over a reasonable time frame before implementing such significant changes.


This is a significant proposal with wide ranging implications and we encourage the industry to get involved in the consultation process. 

We have requested an extension of the consultation time from two weeks to six weeks to enable industry to consider the value of these genera and seek our members' views on this proposal. 

The MPI consultation document is available online. 

Please contact NZPPI Technical and Biosecurity Kathryn Hurr at kathryn@nzppi.co.nz if you need support with putting in a submission. 




